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Program Note
Torn Canvases is inspired by the abstract expressionist painting style of Jackson Pollock.  The piece imagines a video camera panning across a large canvas made up of layers of fragmented paint drippings and splotches.  The ensemble is divided into three groups on stage, each representing musical “layers” of chiming chords and fragmented jazz riffs, which are piled on one another, creating rhythmically charged collages of sound.  The climax of the work comes when the entire ensemble plays together, evoking the sound of a giant bell, transforming into the sound of a driving jazz ensemble.

Torn Canvases was commissioned by the Big East Band Directors Association.

Biography

Matthew Tommasini (b. 1978) is a nationally recognized composer of expressive and engaging music.  He has been commissioned by organizations including the Milwaukee Ballet, the New York Youth Symphony, the University of Michigan Symphony Band, and the Detroit Chamber Winds and Strings.  Awards for his work include the Charles Ives Scholarship from the American Academy of Arts and Letters, the ASCAP/CBDNA Frederick Fennell Prize, and grants from the ASCAP Foundation's Leonard Bernstein Fund and the American Music Center’s Composer Assistance Program.  In 2006 his work was premiered at the American Composers Orchestra's Underwood New Music Reading Sessions.  Recently, he served as composer-in-residence for the 2008-9 season of the Chicago-based chamber music series Music in the Loft, which included performances of his work by the Parker Quartet, senior associate concertmaster of the Dallas Symphony, Gary Levinson, pianist, Adam Neiman, and the premiere of a commissioned work for Antares.  Mr. Tommasini received his BA degree in composition from UCLA, studying with Paul Chihara and Ian Krouse.  He received his MA and DMA degrees from the University of Michigan, where he studied with William Bolcom, Michael Daugherty, Bright Sheng, Leslie Bassett, and Evan Chambers.






