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Program Note

Torn Canvases is inspired by abstract expressionist painting style of Jackson Pollock. The piece imagines a
video camera panning across a large canvas made up of layers of fragmented paint drippings and splotches.
The ensemble is divided into three groups on stage, each representing musical “layers” of chiming chords
and fragmented jazz riffs, which are piled on one another, creating rhythmically charged collages of sound.
The climax of the work comes when the entire ensemble plays together, evoking the sound of a giant bell,
transforming into the sound of a driving jazz ensemble.

Instrumentation

1 Flute

1 Bb Clarinet

1 Bb Bass Clarinet

1 Bb Soprano Saxophone
1 Eb Alto Saxophone

1 F Horn
1 Bb Trumpet (played with straight mute and harmon mute, stem in)

1 Trombone (played with straight mute and harmon mute, stem in)
1 Tuba

Vibraphone (played with mallets and bowed with contrabass bow)

Chimes
Piano
Stage Layout
(Center Stage)
GROUP I
(Stage Right) (Stage Left)
Piano Chimes

F Horn Bb Trumpet Trombone Tuba Bb Bass EbAlto  Bb Soprano Bb Clarinet Flute
Clarinet Saxophone Saxophone

Conductor



Duration: ca. 8.5 min.

commissioned by the Big East Band Directors Association
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